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SUBJECT: INDIAN CRITICISM OF U.S. 

REF: NEW DELHI 5201 

FOR AMBASSADOR FROM UNDER SECRETARY SISCO 

1. WE TOO HAVE BEEN DISTURBED BY RECENT INCREASE IN 
PUBLIC CRITICISM OF U.S. BY MRS. GANDHI, CHAV AN, AND 
OTHERS. IN FACT, WHEN REFTEL ARRIVED HERE WE WERE IN 
PROCESS OF DRAFTING INSTRUCTIONS FOR YOU TO RESPOND IN 
WAY YOU ALREADY HAVE WITH DHAR AND PARTHASARATHY. WE 
COMMEND YOUR TAKING THE INITIATIVE AND YOUR INTENTION 
TO RAISE PROBLEM WITH CHAVAN. WHEN YOU SEE HIM, THINK 
YOU COULD USEFULLY DRAW ON FOLLOWING IN ADDITION TO 
POINTS YOU MADE IN REFTEL. 

- ONE PREMISE OF MATURE RELATIONSHIP WHICH WE 
SUPPOSEDLY ARE SEEKING IS MUTUAL RESTRAINT IN CRITICISM 
OF EACH OTHER AND WILLINGNESS TO USE PRIVATE GOVERNMENT 
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RESORTING TO PUBLIC NAME-CALLING. 

- WE CAN APPRECIATE INDIAN CONCERNS ON LIFTING OF 

THE ARMS EMBARGO, EVEN IF WE DO NOT AGREE WITH INDIAN 
VIEWPOINT, AND WE RECOGNIZE GENUINE PUBLIC SENTIMENT THAT 
EXISTS IN INDIA ON THIS ISSUE. ON OTHER HAND, WE DO NOT 
UNDERSTAND OR APPRECIATE RECENT WAVE OF PUBLIC CRITICISM 
OF USG BY INDIAN LEADERS, PARTICULARLY IMPLICATION THAT 
USG REPRESENTS "SEA THREAT" TO INDIA. 

- U.S. HAS REFRAINED FROM PUBLIC CRITICISM OF INDIA 
OVER HANDLING OF SIKKIM AFFAIR AS WE APPRECIATE INDIAN 
SENSITIVITIES ON THIS SCORE AND HAVE NO DESIRE TO FURTHER 
DAMAGE INDIAN IMAGE IN U.S. RECENT SPEECHES INDICATE 
SIMILAR RESTRAINT ON INDIAN SIDE SEEMS TO BE LACKING. 

- AS WE HAVE REPEATEDLY STATED, MOST RECENTLY BY 
SECRETARY SIMON IN HIS APRIL 18 BOMBAY SPEECH, U.S. WANTS 
GOOD RELATIONS WITH INDIA. HOWEVER, THIS HAS TO BE 2-WAY 
STREET. IT IS FOR GOI TO DECIDE IF IT WISHES TO CREATE 
PUBLIC CLIMATE THAT MAKES IT IMPOSSIBLE FOR U.S. TO HAVE 
MATURE AND FRIENDLY RELATIONS WITH INDIA BY USING US AS 
DOMESTIC POLITICAL WHIPPING BOY. WE WOULD HOPE GOI WOULD 
DESIST FROM SUCH AN APPROACH, WHICH WOULD ADVERSELY AFFECT 
INDO-U.S. RELATIONS. 

3. COMMENT. OUR EXPERIENCE IN PAST COUPLE OF YEARS HAS 

BERN THAT INDIANS MAY TONE DOWN OR DROP ATTACKS IF WE 

TAKE TOUGH LINE. FOR REASONS YOU CITE THIS APPROACH MAY 

PROVE LESS EFFECTIVE AT PRESENT TIME, BUT NONETHELESS WE 

THINK IT WORTHWHILE TO TRY TO PUT STOPPER ON THESE ATTACKS 

BEFORE THEY BECOME PART OF ELECTION CAMPAIGN RHETORIC. KISSINGER 
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